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night; as a result she never lost his love and was always consulted by him in all matters of importance.
However, although George II in the r61e of husband was a tolerable success, as a father he proved himself as lamentable a failure as the late King. His detested parent was scarcely cold in his grave when George startled his courtiers with the gratifying piece of information that he regarded his own eldest son, Frederick, as " the greatest beast, the greatest liar and the greatest fool in the world."
Thus the political situation of the last reign was now repeated, for George, on the advice of his wife, continued in office his father's great minister Sir Robert Walpole, while the opposition once more centred round the Prince of Wales.
For the next ten years Walpole's friendship with the Queen was  of inestimable benefit to  him,  for his relations with the King never achieved any marked degree of cordiality:   George, incurably pugnacious, was  always longing   for  a   satisfying   war,  whereas the whole object of Walpole's policy was the maintenance of peace.   At length in 1739, two years after the death of Caroline, Walpole was forced by public opinion, much against his will, to embark on a colonial war with Spain, the results of which were disastrous and brought about his resignation two years later.   The new ministers, Carteret and Pelham, were far more willing to gratify their master's desire for military fame, and in 1742, on the outbreak of the war of the Austrian Succession, they readily acquiesced in England's participation on the side 160